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Dive Into the School Year! 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

T he hustle and bustle of the holiday season and start of the New Year 
are behind us now, but much is still going on at Benjamin Logan Middle 
School.  January was a full month of exciting events, like the Middle 
School getting a chance to highlight much of the work they have been 
doing the first semester at the January Board of Education Meeting.  At 
that meeting, we had a chance to show the work that our Positive Behav-
ior Interventions and Supports team has put in to positively impact our 

students.  We also had students model the hard work they have been putting in during our new-
ly create “Raiders Read” time. Our Assessment for Learning team also presented on the work 
they have been doing with all of our teachers in implementing good instructional practices.  
This is the topic that everyone has been working on during a 2 hour delay professional develop-
ment days. Overall, our students and staff members did an outstanding job giving the Board of 
Education a peek into what we do daily at the middle school. 

Another event that took place during the month of January was the Logan County 
Spelling Bee.  On January 23r, we had two students represent our school with pride as they 
went up against other students from the county schools.  Ian Scheiderer finished in second place 
while Averi Lane was the third place finisher.   

Coming up in February, Benjamin Logan Middle School will be hosting nationally 
recognized guest speaker, Jesse Wineberger.  The presentation on February 12th will be on 
internet safety and will be geared towards each grade level in the middle school.  On February 
15th, there will be a parent presentation.  This is an adult only presentation in the high school 
auditorium at 7pm. We encourage all parents and guardians to join us on the 15th! 

Also in February, we will have Parent Teacher Conferences on February 15th and the 
20th from 4pm to 7pm. If you would like to request a conference, please call in to the Middle 
School office.  If you are unable to make it in for conferences during these times, we can  
arrange a conference for you at another time that works for everyone. 

In closing, it has been a very busy month of activities at Benjamin Logan Middle 
School.  The events mentioned above are just a few of the many activities and events that our 
students are able to participate in. I want to thank everyone for your continued support in  
everything that makes BLMS the great school that it is.  As always, if you have any questions or 
would like more information about what’s happening at the middle school, please do not  
hesitate to give us a call.  Have a great February!  

 

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 

Benjamin Logan Middle School  

February Important Dates: 
1: Art Club 
    Math Minds Tutoring 
3: MS Girls CBC Tournament 
5: No School-Teacher PD 
    MS Girls Basketball CBC  
    Tournament 
6: Yearbook Sale Starts 
    Math Minds Tutoring 
    MS Boys Basketball with 
    Jonathan Alder 5:30 
    After School Detention 
7: Math Minds Tutoring 
8: End of the Interim 
    Study Tables 
    Art Club 
    Math Minds Tutoring 
    MS Girls Basketball CBC  
    Tournament 
10: MS CBC Wrestling  
      Championship 
      MS Girls & Boys Basket 
      ball CBC Tournament 
12: MS Boys CBC Tournament 
13: Math Minds Tutoring 
14: 2 Hour Delay-Teacher PD 
      Math Minds Tutoring 
15: Parent/Teacher  
      Conferences 4-7:00 
      No Study Tables 
      MS Boys Basketball CBC 
      Tournament 
17: MS Boys Basketball CBC  
      Tournament 
19: No School-Presidents’ Day 
20: Parent/Teacher  
      Conferences 4-7:00 
21: Math Minds Tutoring 
22: Study Tables 
      Yearbook Sale Ends 
      Art Club 
      Math Minds Tutoring 
26: Board of Education  
      Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
27: After School Detention 
      Math Minds Tutoring 
28: Math Minds Tutoring 
      Winter Sports Banquet  
      7:00 p.m. in Commons 
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The Benjamin Logan Middle School is proud to announce that 5  
students will have artwork exhibited in prestigious shows in  

downtown  Columbus this spring.  

 
Daven Williams, 6th grader, will have his bird-themed scratchart exhibited at the Ohio 
Art Education Association’s Youth Art Month (YAM) Exhibition.  The incredible art 
show takes place at the State Teacher Retirement System (STRS) Building in downtown 
Columbus and will feature artworks from all over the state. 

 

 

 

Landon Zehner, 5th grader, will have his sea turtle-themed oil pastel artwork  
exhibited at the Ohio Art Education Association’s 38th Annual Young People’s Art 
Exhibition.  The fantastic YPAE show also features student artwork from all over 
the state, and takes place at the Rhodes State Office Tower in downtown  
Columbus. 

 

The 2018 Central Ohio Art Education Association K-8 Art Exhibition takes place at the Rhodes State Office Tow-
er in Columbus.  The terrific show will feature 71 students from 13 counties of Central Ohio.  Isaac Napier, 7th 
grader, will have a black and gold superhero-themed scratchart featured.  Madison Ridge, 8th grader, will have 
a pencil cityscape perspective drawing featured.  Hannah Miller, 8th grader, will have a watercolor tiger-
themed artwork on exhibit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All of the exhibitions will run from February 17 – March 16.  Recognition ceremonies for all student artists will 
take place on March 3.  Mrs. Davis and the administration are proud of the featured students and their  
achievements! 

News from the Art Room: Mrs. Jennifer Davis 
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Artist-in-Residencies happening during the 2nd semester: 
                    Mosaics                      

B enjamin Logan Middle School is blessed to have mosaic artist Vicki Murphy back with us during the 
2017-2018 school year.  The 2nd semester students will complete group projects started by the first  
semester students.  The 8th graders will mosaic 2 concrete benches.  The 7th and 6th graders are covering 
4 bowling balls with mosaic materials.  The benches and the bowling balls will be installed at the front 
entrance landscaping in the spring.  Thanks to Mr. Alexander for his future assistance with the installa-

tion. The 5th graders will be completing another mosaic vine to be installed on the front of the school building.   Thanks to the 
maintenance department for their future assistance with the installation.  Thank you also to the BL administration for their sup-
port of the mosaic projects.   

The 2nd semester students will also be creating mosaic projects for themselves.  All of the mosaic artworks, group work or 
individual work, will be featured during the Evening with the Arts Show at Benjamin Logan Middle School on May 7.  Please 
join us in this celebration of mosaic accomplishments! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEAM Mobiles & Wind Chimes 

B enjamin Logan Middle School welcomes retired art educator and administrator, Dr. Jan Fedorenko and 
art educator, Bev Finkel.  Dr. Jan and Mrs. Finkel are working with art students to create 
STEAM-related artworks.  Thus far students have focused on balance and movement in art, 
with ties to science, technology, engineering and math.  During the 2nd semester, the 
8th/7th graders will create mobiles while the 5th/6th graders will create wind chimes.  Stu-
dents are encouraged to utilize recycled materials and found objects from home in the pro-

jects, while also using materials supplied by Dr. Jan and Mrs. Finkel.  A study of Dale Chihuly’s glass chande-
liers and towers will also be studied.  Large-scale Chihuly-like sculptures will be created and installed in the 
media center created from repurposed plastic bottles.  
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M rs. Jennifer Davis, art teacher, and Mrs. Amanda Davis, STEM teacher, plan to 
develop STEAM projects in the future.  The 5th grade STEM class is already incorporat-
ing the STEAM concepts taught by Dr. Jan and Mrs. Finkel.  The Davis Duo is excited to 
continue teaching STEAM-themed concepts together.  Please plan to attend the Benjamin 

Logan Middle School Evening with the Arts Show on May 7 where you will enjoy seeing all of the STEAM-
themed mobiles and wind chimes.  The students are very excited about projects and look forward to sharing them 
with the community.    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

M rs. Jennifer Davis, the BLMS administration, and the students would like to thank the Ohio Arts Council 
for funding the artist-in-residencies.  The OAC awarded grants by way of the TeachArtsOhio Program.  The 
grants are funding all 3 of the guest artists’ weekly visits as well as the materials for the art projects.  The Benja-
min Logan Middle School has been truly blessed by the visual art opportunities made possible through the OAC 
grant funding. 

Mission:  The Ohio Arts Council is a state agency that funds and supports quality arts experiences to strengthen 
Ohio communities culturally, educationally, and economically. Vision:  Providing leadership and voice for the 
arts to transform people and communities. 

 

 

 

                                STEAM Mobiles & Wind Chimes 
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I n Mrs. Jenkins’ technology classes, all students took part in the Hour of Code. 
The Hour of Code started as a one-hour introduction to computer science,  
designed to demystify "code", to show that anybody can learn the basics, and to 
broaden participation in the field of computer science. It has since become a world-
wide effort to celebrate computer science, starting with 1-hour coding activities 

but expanding to all sorts of community efforts. This grassroots campaign is supported by over 400 partners and 
200,000 educators worldwide.  
 
The philosophy behind the Hour of Code is every student should have the opportunity to learn computer  
science. It helps nurture problem-solving skills, logic and creativity. By starting early, students will have a  
foundation for success in any 21st-century career path.  
 
After students completed the Hour of Code, they then designed their own video game 
using the Kodu Game Lab Software.  
 

Technology: Mrs. Jenkins 

Band: Ms. Lewis 

F ive Benjamin Logan Middle School students were selected to 
participate in the 2018 District XI Honor Band. Selection to be in 
this band is done by recommendation from Miss Lewis. Howev-
er, students who are recommended may not be chosen due to 
limitation based on the band’s desired instrumentation.  
Participating this year were  three eighth graders- Ryan Freeman 
(trombone), Hannah Gallimore (bass clarinet), and Brice Shump 
(trumpet); and two seventh graders- George Ahnutae (bass clari-
net) and Robert Leezer (percussion). 

 

Over a two-day period, the students had the chance to meet and play with students from other schools in the 

district, rehearse some very challenging music, and work with guest conductor Dan Meeks. Dan Meeks has 

served nearly forty years teaching music with grades 5-8, judged annually for OMEA competitions, and con-

ducted several honor bands in Ohio. Mr. Meeks brought great energy to the band’s six hour rehearsal day! Not 

only did the students get to work with a guest conductor, but also partake in a masterclass with a specialist on 

their specific instrument. The next day, the students had a short rehearsal before performing the music they had 

brought together after one day of rehearsal! Miss Lewis is so proud of the band students who participated in  

District XI Honor Band as well as those who sought after a recommendation for the event!  

https://hourofcode.com/us/partners
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I t has been a whirlwind of activity in the choir room since school started in January!  We have honing our rhythm skills 
and continuing to work on sight reading as well as preparing for our Spring concert.  In middle school choir, we learn the 
skills that it takes to be a good choir member as well as learn how to read music.  We put all of these skills together in our 
final performances at the end of the semester. 

You might be curious to know what a typical choir rehearsal looks like.  We spend equal amounts of time learning rhythm, pitches through 
sight reading and practicing for our concerts.  Here’s a general outline of what we do on most days: 

 Vocal Warm Up (5 Mins) - we use this time to warm up our voices as well as get ourselves focused for the work to come. 

 Rhythm Practice (10 Mins) - we use this time to practice our rhythm skills.  We work on counting notes and rhythms alone and as a 
group. 

 Sight Reading (10 Mins) - the Ohio Standards for Music Education require all students to be able to read a simple melody at sight (at 
varying degrees of difficulty depending on grade level).  We spend time learning solfege (do, re, mi, etc.) and the hand signs that 
accompany the solfege.  These are tools that we use to help us sight read.  We also have some fun playing “forbidden pattern” which is 
a fun way to reinforce solfege and sight reading. 

 Song Rehearsal (15 Mins) - here is where we put all of the rhythm practice and sight reading to work.  We combine these skills with 
other musical skills such as dynamics (loud and soft) and text interpretation to create beautiful music together that we perform for 
you all at our concerts. 

Here are the upcoming dates for the rest of the year.  More detailed information will be coming home with your student closer to the 
event: 

 Middle School Solo & Ensemble Contest (Voluntary Event) 

 Saturday, April 14 at Miami East HS 

 Spring Choir Concerts (At BLHS Auditorium) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am looking forward to the District 11 Solo & Ensemble Contest on April 14th.  Many 7th and 8th grade students will gain valuable per-

formance experience by performing a solo or participating in an ensemble in front of a judge and an audience.  The comments from the 

judges are extremely helpful and work to reinforce the learning that takes place in our classroom.   

You will be able to catch an encore performance of some of the soloists during the Spring “Evening With the Arts” (Date and Time: TBA). 

I hope you will join us on May 8th as we present our spring concert and celebrate the hard 
work that our students have achieved. 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if I can help you in any way.  I am really 

enjoying getting to know the parents of all of my students and hope to continue to meet 

more of you in the future.  Go Raiders! 

 

 

Choir: Mr. Stevens 

Date Student Arrival Time Performance Group Concert Start Time 

Tuesday, 

May 8, 2018 

6:10 PM 5th and 6th Grade Choirs 6:30 PM 

Tuesday, 

May 8, 2018 

7:10 PM 7th and 8th Grade Choirs 7:30 PM 
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Physical Education: Mr. Seeley 

“… something that they 
would be interested in 

participating in for the rest 
of their life. “ 

P hysical Education Department has been busy since the start of the year.  Our 
students have been participating in various teams’ games and cardiovascular activi-
ties.  Such as Wiffleball, Kickball, Capture Flag, Windmill and NASCAR Run.  Stu-
dents have been successful in how they have demos steered their invasion, striking 
and fielding skills throughout these team games and activities.   
 
Our 8th graders have completed their "Physical Activity Poster".  The assignment 
was that students needed to pick an activity that interests them; this activity might be 
something they would like to learn more about or something that they would be in-
terested in participating in for the rest of their life.  Once they picked an activity they 
created a poster using google drawing to educate others about the activity they 
chose.  
 
Posters had to: 
 Name the activity. 
 Create a catchy phrase to get others excited about learning your topic. 

 Why do you value this activity?  
 Equipment needed for your activity.  

 Where does this activity take place  
 List places your activity can be done locally (around the Benjamin Logan or 

Bellefontaine area). 
 What are the health benefits of this activity?  
 What health related fitness components are used when performing this activity?  

 Use Photos/Pictures that show your activity 
Created by: Jacob Mitchell 

Created by: Sami Meeker Created by: Lily Makin 
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                                   Rakugo: 

M r. Showto, the Japanese sitting comedian, was back to Benjamin Logan campus on 

Oct 9th. All students in Japanese Culture and Language class truly enjoyed 

watching his performance and workshop. Mr. Showto demonstrated  

several techniques of using Japanese handkerchief and fan to pretend them 

as many other object, such as pen, letter, comic book, flash light, lantana, 

candle holder, and even a lightsaber. After watching his short Rakugo sto-

ry, students were encouraged to come up front to imitate the action in the story.  Even though 

some students were initially shy, many of them ended up with performing bold and each ses-

sion were concluded with students’ great laughter.     

                      Origami for Halloween: 

I n Mr. Yamamoto’s Japanese Culture and Language class, all students in 7th 

and 8th grade created Origami objects that were related to Halloween theme and 

contributed to a big Halloween Poster. Individual student’s unique choice of 

color and origami object delivered the poster very colorful, and delightful that 

well represented excitement of Halloween time. Lindsay Achor and Tava Levan

-Thompson created background design and picked the colors. 

Stilts & Japanese Traditional Wood Shoes Experience: 
 

T he students in Mr. Yamamoto’s Japanese Culture and Language class enjoyed the 

opportunities to walk with stilts and Japanese traditional wood shoes in late September. 

After watching how the students in Japan demonstrate walking with stilts at school’s 

sports day in fall, students timidly placed their feet on 

the top of cans one at a time.  Most students started 

showing their hidden talents of walking with stilts in a 

few minutes where many of them were giggling each 

other. Wearing a pair of wood shoes was even easier 

than stilts. Followed by feet stretching, students tried on wood shoes and fol-

lowed sensei as he gradually increased the speed of walking.  In the end, some 

students were showing off a model-looking walk to the class. 
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Graphic Design: Mrs. Jones 

F irst semester has come to a close in Graphic Design class, but ended with a thrilling bang.  
Students ended the semester by creating a movie-in-minute. Many chose to do an adaptation of an 
existing movie, commercial or book. Some of these adaptations included Poltergeist, It, a Cheetos 
commercial and a Buick commercial all which inspired the groups creating the videos. A few more 

adventurous groups broke away from the norm and created something altogether different. We had an adaptation of a 
video game, Punch-Out and an original thriller, Gummy Bear Killer. While I’m not a big fan of thrillers, clearly my 
students are and I’m proud of each of the groups and was thoroughly entertained.  

Moving into the Second Semester, the new Graphic Design Class students are brewing-up quite the storm! They have 
become brainstorming fools!  

With the start of a new semester and a new group of students, we’re only just beginning, but 
we’ve already covered one brainstorming technique. This group of students are promising to be 
quite creative whether it is connecting homeless cows to Red Ribbon Week, gorillas to bus safety 
or fearful hamsters to Kindergarten preparation. Excitement is brewing and creative juices are 
flowing. Brainstorming is leaking into other curriculum as well. For example, students even came-
up with a new twist on an old favorite: Yoga Dodgeball. Will we see this new game, Mr. Seeley?  
Only time will tell. 

 
7th Grade Introduction to Agriculture: Mr. Liles 

T he Benjamin Logan 7th Grade Ag class has started out the 2018 year strong. We began by 

learning all about The FFA. Students learned how the FFA makes a positive difference in the lives 

of student by promoting Premier Leadership, Personal Growth, and Career Success. Students 

learned what an FFA member should look like and even had the chance to create life sized  

members. Students are now beginning to learn about livestock, we have already toured a pig pen 

and chicken coop through virtual reality, ear notched pigs, and labeled body parts. Students will 

learn production practices, terminology, and body parts of: Pigs, Cattle, Sheep, Goats, Horses, and Chickens. As 

the year progresses students will be hatching chickens, constructing string art, making butter, and growing flowers 

from seeds.  
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STEM: Mrs. Amanda Davis 

T he 5th and 8th grade STEM students started their semester in engineering 

by competing in a cup stacking challenge.  Groups of three to four students 

worked together to create a device using string and rubber bands that would 

move cups to stack them in certain ways.  As the students worked through the challenges, each step became a little 

more difficult.  When the students reached steps four, five, and six, their resources were depleted.  They were no 

longer allowed to use both hands to manipulate their strings, and they couldn’t talk!  This brought a need for more 

intense and focused communication, an authentic 21st century skill.  The competition was done in two phases - af-

ter the first phase, we discussed how the strategies implemented were working and what needed to change.  Stu-

dents were encouraged to use advice and ideas from other groups to better their plans for the second phase.  They 

persevered through this challenge and experienced first-hand what it’s like to work together and solve a problem.  

Some groups were able to make it clear through all six steps of cup stacking in the time allotted.  There was some 

great collaboration during our first few weeks back to school! 

Haleigh Brentlinger, Averi Lane, Toby Evans  Ava Boysel, Briar Elliot, Nick Willoby         Lindsay Achor, Abby Godwin, Lauren Dixon  

8th Grade 

5th Grade 

         Kameron Lockwood, Sadie Staats,             

Carson Bergey, Anthony Griffith  
Vance Queen, Jaxon Bowman,             

Dylan Vance, Kierstyn Johnston  
Hunter Andrix, Davin Meyers, 

Candin Watson, Kate Hahn 


